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NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL 


BALANCE 

SHEETS 

As 

of  December  31 , 1977 

(Unaudited) 

GENERAL 

FUND 

Assets 

Liabilities  & Equity 

Cash 

$3,324 

Due  to  Life  Membership 

Accounts  Receivable  (less 

Trust  Fund 

$ 223 

allowance  for  doubtful 

Accounts  Payable-Members 

; 216 

accounts  of  $42) 

294 

Sales  Tax  Payable 

22 

Due  from  other  funds: 

Prepaid  Dues  1978 

2,927 

Library 

18 

Prepaid  Dues  1979 

28 

Memorial 

Publications 

3 

96 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES 

$3,416 

Reference  Collection 

37 

Inventory  (Note  4) 

376 

Prepaid  Expenses 

207 

Equipment  (less  reserve 

for 

accumulated  depreciation 

FUND  BALANCE 

1,565 

of  $87) 

726 

TOTAL  ASSETS 

$4,981 

TOTAL  LIABIL.  & EQUITY 

$4,981 

LIBRARY  FUND 

(Note  6) 

Cash  - Savings  Account 

$ 378 

Due  to  General  Fund 

$ 18 

18 

Fund  Balance 

360 

TOTAL  ASSETS 

$ 378 

TOTAL  LIABIL.  & EQUITY 

$ 378 

LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  TRUST  FUND  (Note  3) 

Cash  - Savings  Account 

$ 488 

Partial  Payments 

$ 60 

Certificate  of 

60 

Deposit  (Note  2) 

1,616 

2,104 

Due  from  General  Fund 

223 

Fund  Balance 

2,267 

TOTAL  ASSETS 

$2,327 

TOTAL  LIABIL.  & EQUITY 

$2,327 

PERMANENT  & MEMORIAL  FUND 

Cash  - Savings  Account 

$ 58 

Due  to  General  Fund 

$ 3 

3 

Fund  Balance 

55 

TOTAL  ASSETS 

$ 58 

TOTAL  LIABIL.  & EQUITY 

$ 58 
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PUBLICATIONS  FUND 


Publications  Inventory 

Due  to 

General  Fund 

$ 96 

(at  cost  less  reserve  for 

96 

excess  stock  of  $1,700  - 

Note  5) 

$1,900 

Fund 

Balance 

$1,804 

TOTAL  ASSETS 

$1,900 

TOTAL 

LIABIL . & EQUITY 

$1,900 

REFERENCE  COLLECTION  FUND  (Note  6) 


Prepaid 

Expence 

$ 

90 

Due  to  General  Fund 

$ 

37 

37 

Fund  Balance 

53 

TOTAL 

ASSETS 

$ 

90 

TOTAL  LIABIL.  & EQUITY 

$ 

90 

NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL 


INCOME  STATEMENT 


REVENUES : 


For  the  Year  Ended  December  31,  1977 

(Unaudited) 

GENERAL  FUND 


Dues 

Donations  (Cash) 

Sale  of  Books  (excluding  NI  Publications)  $ 256 

Less  Cost  of  Sales  220 


Sale  of  Binders  and  Coins  179 

Less  Cost  of  Sales  93 


Advertising 

Mail  Bid  Sales  - Commissions 

Back  Issue  Sales  - Net  after  postage  expense 

Interest 

Other 


TOTAL  REVENUE: 


EXPENSES: 

NI  BULLETIN  - Printing  $2,875 

NOTES  OF  INTEREST  140 

Postage  and  Envelopes  894 

Editors  Expenses  396 

Depreciation  of  Equipment  8_7 

Annual  Membership  Renewal 
Programs  & Meetings 
Mail  Bid  Expenses 

General  Operating  Expenses  - Postage  100 

Supplies  52 

Other  89 


TOTAL  EXPENSES: 


$3,882 

734 

36 


86 

130 
437 
83 
39 
24 

$5,451 


$4,392 

167 

222 

224 


241 

$5,246 


NET  OPERATING  INCOME 
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LIBRARY  FUND 

Donations  $ 88 

Interest  15 

Sale  of  Duplicate  Materials  14 

117 

Less:  Operating  Expenses  23 

NET  INCOME  $ 94^ 

LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  TRUST  FUND 

Interest  $ 129 

Less:  Dues  Remitted  to  General  Fund  112 

NET  INCOME  $ 17 

PERMANENT  & MEMORIAL  FUND 

Donations  $ 10 

Interest  3 

13 

Less:  Interest  Remitted  to  General  Fund  3 


NET  INCOME  $ 10 

PUBLICATIONS  FUND 

Sale  of  NI  Publications  $ 846 

Less:  Cost  of  Sales  229 

617 

Less:  Provision  for  excess  stock  276 

NET  IMCOME  341 

REFERENCE  COLLECTION  FUND 

Sale  of  Duplicate  Materials  $ 139 

Donations  69 

208 

Less:  Safe  Deposit  Box  Rental  90 

Purchase  of  Reference  Books  48 

Other  Operating  Costs  17 

NET  INCOME  $ 53 


NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL 
Notes  to  Financial  Statements 
(1)  Accounting  Principles: 

Dues  - Dues  are  recorded  as  income  in  the  year  to  which  they  apply. 

Donations  - Donations  are  recorded  as  income  upon  receipt.  Donation 
income  excludes  contributions  material  to  the  NI  Library  and 
NI  Reference  Collection.  (See  Note  6). 

Funds  - The  organization  maintains  several  specific  purpose  re- 
stricted funds  and  a general  fund.  The  funds  are  as  follows: 


177 


(a)  General  Fund  - This  fund  is  responsible  for  the  normal  oper- 
ation of  the  organization,  including  the  NI  BULLETIN . 

(b)  Library  Fund  - This  fund  will  handle  all  the  operation  of  the 
NI  Library,  including  the  acquisition  of  needed  books.  Fund 
assets  are  restricted  and  are  not  available  for  other  purposes. 

(c)  Life  Membership  Trust  Fund  - All  Life  Membership  payments  (in- 
cluding partial  payments)  will  be  placed  in  this  fund.  All 
monies  in  this  fund  will  be  placed  in  interest  bearing  bank 
accounts  or  certificates  of  deposit.  Income  of  this  fund  will 
be  used  to  pay  dues  of  life  members  to  the  general  fund  at  the 
regular  dues  rates.  The  assets  of  this  fund  are  restricted 
and  are  not  available  for  any  other  purposes.  Upon  the  death 
of  a life  member,  the  principle  applicable  to  that  particular 
member  will  be  transferred  to  the  Permanent  and  Memorial  Fund. 

(d)  Permanent  & Memorial  Fund  - All  monies  in  this  fund  will  be 
placed  in  interest  bearing  bank  accounts  or  other  income  pro- 
ducing investments.  All  income  other  than  donations  will  be 
transferred  to  the  General  Fund. 

(e)  Publications  Fund  - This  fund  will  handle  all  NI  publications, 
including  sales  and  publication  of  future  manuscripts. 

(f)  Reference  Collection  Fund  - This  fund  will  handle  all  oper- 
ations of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  The  assets  are  re- 
stricted and  many  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose. 

(2)  Life  Membership  Trust  Fund  certificate  of  deposit  is  for  a period 
of  six  years  (through  December  1982)  and  bears  interest  at  7-1/2%. 

(3)  Total  number  of  Life  Memberships  (excluding  Honorary  Life  Member- 
ships) as  of  December  31,  1977  were  15.  This  represents  an  in- 
crease of  7 over  the  prior  year.  In  addition,  one  member  had  made 
partial  payments  on  his  pending  life  membership. 

(4)  Inventory  of  the  General  Fund  consists  of  books  purchased  for 
resale,  Russian  trip  medals,  NI  BULLETIN  binders  and  a few  coins. 

(5)  All  quantities  of  NI  publications  have  been  written  down  to  an 
estimated  two  year  supply.  All  quantities  in  excess  of  a two 
year  supply  have  been  fully  reserved. 

(6)  The  estimated  values  of  the  NI  Library  and  NI  Reference  Collection 
are  not  include  in  the  financial  statements  as  the  values  are  only 
estimates.  Estimated  values  as  of  December  31,  1977  are  as 
follows : 


CONTENTS  OF  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  LISTINGS:  Due  to  the  move  of  the 

curator,  David  Moran,  from  Dallas  to  Houston  in  March  of  this  year,  we 
have  had  to  temporarily  discontinue  the  monthly  listings  of  the  inven- 
tory of  the  collection.  We  hope  this  will  be  reinstated  next  month. 


NI  Library 

NI  Reference  Collection 


$6,100 

$8,200 
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MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


June  1978  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
August  1,  1978,  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 

(MT  = Mail  Trader) . 

1406  Stanley  C.  Scott,  7748  14th  N.  W.,  Seattle,  Wash.  98117 

1407-MT  John  E.  Paul,  435  W.  Elm  St.,  Sun  Prairie,  Wise.  53590 
(European  & Japanese) 

1408  Brian  G.  Kestner,  P.  0.  Box  664,  Millbrae,  Calif.  94030 
(Ireland,  Germany  & Vatican  City) 

1409-MT  Kenneth  G.  O'Brien,  78  Nicholson  St.,  Stratfield  2135,  N.S.W. 

Australia  — (Chinese  Cash,  Coins  of  India,  Oriental  & Arabic) 

1410  Thomas  W.  Ott,  1915  Maple  #1006,  Evanston,  111.  60201 

(Ancient  Greek  & Biblical,  Notgeld) 

1411  Josuph  Uphoff,  8713  Caminito  Abrazo,  La  Jolla,  Calif.  92037 

(Ancient  by  Province  or  State,  Medieval  and  Modern  by 
Nation) 


*** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 
last  report: 


Name 

Anderson,  Wm.  E. 
Coles,  Peter  J. 
Howes,  Ronald  G. 
Keener,  Thomas  W. 
King,  E.  D. 
Kraneveld,  Peter 
Richter,  Robert  W 
Spengler,  Wm.  F. 


Donation  and 
Stated  Value 

$5.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$1.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
10  coins  (NVS) 
$3.00  Cash 
$20.00  Cash 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor. 


Preference  of  Use 


General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


•kick 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  noted  below  to  members  who  have  donated 
material  to  the  NI  Library.  As  asterisk  (*)  indicates  those  books 
which  have  not  been  previously  listed.  The  letters  "ne"  indicate 
different  editions  of  books  already  on  the  shelves. 
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Balcerzak,  Frank  J. 


*BALCERZAK,  FRANK  J.  Collecting  & Investing  in  Low  Mintage  Coinage. 
Pub.  1978,  24pp.  This  study  will  be  of  interest  for  those  col- 
lectors buying  proof  sets  for  investment  - especially  foreign 
proofs . 

Hunter,  John 


ne  JAPAN  NUMISMATIC  DEALERS  ASSN.  Early  & Modem  Coins  of  Japan, 
Korea , Manchukuo,  and  Japanese  Occupation.  (Japanese  text) . 
Pub.  1972-73,  illus . 132pp. 

II . We  have  received  from  Lauren  Benson  a large  shipment  of  cata- 
logues for  which  we  are  most  appreciative.  Collectors  are  reminded 
that  NI  is  stocking  sales  catalogues  both  here  and  in  Dallas.  We 
are  especially  interested  in  those  containing  photographs  as  they 
not  only  provide  photographs  but  excellent  reference  sources. 


III.  A further  comment  on  the  annual  publication  by  the  Japanese 
Numismatic  Dealers  Assn,  mentioned  above.  While  admittedly  in 
Japanese  (Chinese  script)  it  is  an  excellent  reference  and  we  would 
like  to  obtain  copies  later  than  1973.  It  is  recommended  to  collect- 
ors of  modern  Japanese  coins.  _ , „ „ , 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Librarian 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE  — JUNE  IS  HELP  YOUR  FRUSTRATED  LIBRARIAN  MONTH!!! 


Nothing  frustrates  a librarian  more  than  to  ask  for  suggestions  and 
not  get  any.  I am  also  a trustee  and  treasurer  for  our  local  lib- 
rary and  I find  that  the  problem  inherent  in  the  NI  Library  is  common 
there  also.  Potential  borrowers  will  walk  in;  browse  around;  and 
walk  out  without  a book  or  saying  a word.  Later  we  will  find  them 
complaining  that  the  library  had  nothing  of  interest. 

In  April  I received  a call  from  Dallas  informing  me  that  they  were 
in  the  process  of  acquiring  a number  of  new  books  and  would  I rate 
the  list  according  to  need.  I was  forced  to  rely  on  my  own  resources 
and  collecting  interests  to  come  up  with  an  answer.  Since  I have 
taken  over  the  NI  Library  I have  asked  you,  the  membership,  at  least 
a half  dozen  times  for  suggestions  as  to  what  to  stock  on  our  shelves. 
To  date  I have  not  had  a single  reply.  The  Library  is  used  and  the 
flow  of  books  into  it  is  everything  that  any  librarian  could  desire 
but  underneath  it  all  is  that  lurking  suspicion  that  many  potential 
borrowers  turn  away  because  they  cannot  find  anything  of  interest. 

Look  at  your  own  collecting  specialties.  What  books  do  you  feel  are 
a must  for  you  to  understand  your  field  adequately?  The  same  should 
apply  to  a new  collector.  I will  be  the  first  to  admit  that  we  prob- 
abably  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  any  rare  out  of  print  books,  but  on 
the  other  hand  we  stand  a good  chance  of  getting  a copy  of  anything 
in  print  due  to  your  own  generosity  if  we  knew  what  to  ask  for. 

So,  take  a few  minutes  and  send  me  a list  of  recommended  books. 

Don't  bother  checking  them  out  against  the  library  list  — I'll  do 
that  here  — just  send  the  list  in. 
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I need  your  suggestions  and  advice,  dad-gum  it! 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Librarian 

************************************* a****************************** 


NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 

(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  listings  published  here 
are  supplied  by  special  arrangement  with  CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD , 
published  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman 
Coin  Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these  numbers 
in  any  other  publications  is  authorized.) 

* Collectors'  Coins 

AUSTRIA 

*Y152  100  Schilling  1978,  Silver,  700th  Anniv.  City  of  Gmunden 

BOTSWANA 

*Y11  5 Pula  1978,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y12  10  Pula  1978,  .925  Silver  (42mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y13  150  Pula  1978,  .900  Gold  (34mm),  Conservation  Series 

BULGARIA 

*Y89  10  Leva  1978,  .500  Silver  (40mm),  Centennial  Liberation  from 

Turks 

GUINEA-BISSAU 

Y1  50  Centavos  1977,  Aluminum  (25mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 
Y2  1 Peso  1977,  Nickel-Brass  (22mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 
Y3  2-1/2  Pesos  1977,  Nickel-Brass  (25mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 
Y4  5 Pesos  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (27.5mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 
Y5  20  Pesos  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (32mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

ISLE  OF  MAN 

Y26  1 Crown  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (38.6mm),  25th  Anniv.  of  Coronation 

*Y26a  1 Crown  1978,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  25th  Anniv.  of  Coronation 

MAURITANIA 

*Y6  500  Ouguiya  1975,  Gold  (31mm) 

NETHERLANDS  ANTILLES 

Y19  2-1/2  Gulden  1978,  Nickel  (32mm) 

PANAMA 

Y45  1 Centesimo  1978,  Bronze 

Y46  2-1/2  Centesimos  1978,  Cupro-Nickel-Clad  Copper 

Y47  5 Centesimos  1978,  Cupro-Nickel-Clad  Copper 

Y48  10  Centesimos  1978,  Cupro-Nickel-Clad  Copper 

Y49  25  Centesimos  1978,  Cupro-Nickel-Clad  Copper 

Y50  50  Centesimos  1978,  Cupro-Nickel-Clad  Copper 

Y51  1 Balboa  1978,  Cupro-Nickel-Clad  Copper 

Y52  5 Balboas  1978,  Cupro-Nickel-Clad  Copper 

*Y53  20  Balboas  1978,  Silver 

(Y45-53:  Commemorating  75th  Anniversary  of  Independence) 

Renumbered  from  April  listings  due  to  above  set  release: 

*Y54  100  Balboas  1978,  .900  Gold  (26mm) , Dove  Orchid  design 

(Continued  on  page  203) 
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Ahom  Language 
Coins  of  Assam 


by  John  S.  Deyell,  Madison,  Wisconsin,  NI  if  121 9 

One  of  the  most  challenging  coin  series  in  South  Asian  numismatics 
must  undoubtedly  be  the  ceremonial  or  accessional  issues  of  the  Ahom 
rulers  of  Assam.  The  Ahoms  formed  part  of  a migration  of  Tai  or 
Shan  peoples  into  the  upper  Brahmaputra  basin  of  Northeast  India, 
which  by  their  own  accounts  started  in  the  thirteenth  century  A.D. 

By  the  sixteenth  century  the  Ahoms  governed  much  of  Assam,  although 
they  would  appear  to  have  been  a minority  of  the  population.  Their 
language,  and  the  script  in  which  it  was  recorded,  was  related  to 
archaic  forms  of  the  Tai  which  was  spoken  with  many  variations 
throughout  Southeast  Asia. 

The  Ahom  ruling  classes  very  gradually  became  assimilated  into  the 
greater  Indian  culture,  with  Brahmanical  religious  rites  displacing 
the  indigenous  animist  worship,  and  the  Assamese  language  written  in 
Bengali  script  succeeding  the  Ahom.  As  in  most  societies,  however, 
the  ancient  usages  were  held  to  be  more  appropriate  for  solemn  cere- 
monial occasions  such  as  the  installation  of  a new  king,  when  the 
power  of  tradition  was  invoked  to  emphasize  the  common  interests  of 
the  ruling  elite  and  to  secure  its  loyalty  to  the  new  sovereign. 

This  phenomenon  is  well  demonstrated  by  the  Ahom  language  coins  of 
the  Assamese  kingdom.  During  the  early  period  of  Ahom  rule,  the 
currency  of  Assam  largely  consisted  of  silver  tankas  of  the  Bengal 
Sultans.  The  first  Ahom  coinage  was  struck  by  Shuklengmung  in  15^2/ 
15^3  A.D.  to  the  rupee  weight  standard  initiated  in  North  India  by 
his  contemporary,  Sher  Shah  Suri.  The  design,  with  legend  surrounded 
by  a border  of  dots,  perhaps  derives  stylistically  and  in  the  matter 
of  planchet  size  from  the  tankas  of  the  Bengal  kings  Nusrat  and 
Firoz  (latest  dates  1532  A.D.).  The  coin  was  distinctive  in  its 
octagonal  shape,  and  notable  for  its  careful  workmanship:  the  die 
matched  the  flan  so  that  the  full  legend  was  visible,  unlike  most 
hammered  coinages  of  the  period  in  India.  The  inscription  was  writ- 
ten in  the  Ahom  script.  Subsequent  issues  of  this  coin  type  were 
struck  by  succeeding  kings  in  both  gold  and  silver.  From  the  fact 
that  all  the  dates  on  these  Ahom  language  coins  were  the  years  of 
accession  of  the  kings  (with  the  sole  exception  of  the  first  issue, 
that  of  Shuklengmung),  it  is  presumed  that  the  coins  had  a cere- 
monial role  in  the  assumption  of  power  of  each  new  king.  If  so, 
the  sovereign  right  of  the  king  to  utter  coinage  had  the  same  signif- 
icance in  Ahom  society  as  it  had  elsewhere.  The  circulating  medium 
of  Assam  eventually  came  to  consist  of  rupees  and  mohurs  using 
Bengali /Ass.-unese  script;  but  long  after  the  demise  of  Ahom  as  a 
courtly  language,  the  Ahom  coins  continued  to  mark  the  change  of 
regime  in  the  traditional  manner. 
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The  Ahom  coins  present  two  immediate  difficulties  to  the  numismatist 
attempting  to  classify  unidentified  specimens:  the  legend  is  recorded 
in  an  obsolete  script  for  which  there  are  few  guides  available,  and 
the  dating  system  is  a sixty  year  cycle  expressed  in  written  words 
rather  than  numerals.  F'urther,  the  script  as  read  on  the  coins 
bears  a poor  resemblance  to  the  typescript  letter  forms  in  Ahom  lex- 
icons. As  a result  some  attributions  seem  to  have  been  made  on  the 
basis  of  ornamentation  rather  than  actual  reading  of  legends.  From 
the  frequency  of  misattributed  specimens  in  private  collections  and 
the  tendency  of  catalogue  plates  to  show  the  coins  sideways  or  upside- 
down,  it  is  apparent  that  much  of  the  identification  process  has 
been  conducted  with  fingers  crossed.  This  is  unfortunate,  since 
there  is  only  one  coin  of  the  series  which  is  known  in  moderate 
numbers.  The  remainder  are  quite  rare;  in  fact  only  seven  separate 
issues  have  been  published  to  date.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  some 
of  the  rarer  specimens  are  lying  unrecognized  in  collections. 


The  Ahom  coins  follow  a set  pattern,  with  the  king's  name  and  date 
of  issue  on  the  obverse,  and  an  invocation  to  a patron  deity  on  the 
reverse.  It  is  not  necessary  to  master  the  chronological  system  to 
date  the. coins;  only  one  year  is  named  for  each  reign  whether  the 
coins  continued  to  be  issued  in  subsequent  years  or  not.  The  trans- 
literation system  used  below  is  a simple  English  equivalent  of  Ahom 
letters,  since  conventionalized  Roman  and  Bengali  both  fail  to  cor- 
rectly indicate  the  Tai  sounds  in  Ahom.  Pha  is  p-ha,  not  fa,  and 
cha  is  as  in  chat. 


Reverses 


Only  three  reverse  types  have  been  found  on  the  Ahom  coins. 


1.  Tara.  Literally,  the  Evil-eyed  One.  Even- 
tually incorporated  into  Hinduism  as  a Tan- 
tric  war  goddess  and  the  form  of  Durga  embody- 
ing lust. 

Legend  in  four  lines  commencing  upper  left: 

oV.  eg':  hJ->  rc£_o 

kao  boi  pha  ta  ra  heu  chu 


"I  offer  prayer  in  the  name  of  divine  Tara." 


It. 


2.  Phatuching.  Literally,  Highest  Being,  i.e. 
Supreme  God.  Identified  with  either  Siva 
or  Vishnu  as  the  major  deity  of  the  Hindu 
pantheon . 

Legend  in  three  lines: 


ho 

0b 

UJ? 

0* 

kao 

boi 

pha 

tu 

tu  chi  - ng  heu  chu 
"I  offer  prayer  in  the  name  of  Phatuching." 


Note:  The  reverse  of  Shunyatpha's  coins  add  the  phrase  "the  most 

glorious  " , ub  'k.  before  the  words  heu  chu. 
ph(r)a  - ng  hum 
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3.  Lengdan.  Literally,  Sole  Thunder.  Assoc- 
iated with  the  Brahmanical  Indra  as  the 
lord  of  heaven. 

Legend  in  four  lines: 

VJ0\  K9  £ C? 

kao  boi  pha  le  - ng  da  - n heu  chu 

"i  offer  prayer  in  the  name  of  divine  Lengdan 


Obverses 


Seven  obverse  types  are  known  on  the  Ahom  coins.  The  king's  name  is 
usually  preceded  by  the  title  ohao , "great",  "god",  or  "king",  or 
chao  pha , "king".  Most  of  the  kings'  names  follow  the  formula 
shu  - (special  syllable)  - pha,  "(adjective)  tiger  of  heaven",  or 
shu  - (special  syllable)  - rrrung , "(adjective)  tiger  of  the  country". 
Thus  shu  and  either  pha  or  rrrung  bracket  the  unique  identifier  of 
each  king's  name.  Likewise  the  date  always  follows  the  phrase  lakni, 
"year"  or  "in  the  year".  This  is  always  the  last  expression  of  the 
obverse  legend,  located  at  the  bottom.  Pi  is  sometimes  used  for  l akni. 


1.  Shuklengmung.  Literally,  Tiger  of  the 
Flower  Country.  Alias:  Garhgaya  Raja. 

1539  - 1551  A.D. 

AV  Mohur  and  AR  Rupee.  No.l  reverse.  Obverse 
legend  in  five  lines: 

V-O'o  £{  £ ^ C ^ 

ohao  pha  shu  kle  - ng  mu  - ng  pi  - n 

K)“u  hJ  K ^ iR  7\  tO 

ohao  la  - k - ni  pie  - k ngi 


"King  Shuklengmung  became  king  in  the  year  fifteen  (=  15^3  A.D.)." 


2.  Shunyatpha  Literally,  Bud-like  Tiger  of 
Heaven.  Alias:  Udayaditya.  1669-1672  A.D. 

AV  Mohur  and  AR  Rupee.  No. 2 reverse.  Obverse 
legend  in  four  lines: 


hRo 

UJb 

cn 

ua 

v9 

v-oo 

shu 

nya 

- t 

pha 

pi 

- n 

ohao 

v-0° 

<3 

kl 

u 

y 

£ 

charh 

pi 

ka 

- p 

sha 

- n 

"Shunyatpha  became  king  from  the  year  twenty-one  (=  1669  A.D.)." 


3.  Shuhung.  Literally,  Renowned  Tiger.  Alias: 
Dihingia  Raja.  1675  A.D.  (reigned  21  days). 


AR  Rupee.  No. 2 

rev. 

Obv. 

legend  in 

four  lines 

Wo 

W 

"k. 

£ 

chao  pha 

shu 

hu  - 

ng 

Pi  “ 

n 

^ ^ 

n 

^ . 

s' 

K) 

£ 

khu  - n la 

- k - 

m 

khu 

- t 

ni 

ruler  in  the  year  twenty-seven  (=  1675  A.D.)." 
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1;.  Shupatpha.  Literally,  Gem  Tiger  of  Heaven. 
Alias:  Gadadhara  Simha.  l63l  - 1695  A.D. 

AR  Rupee.  No. 3 rev.  Obverse  legend  in  four  lines: 

K)o  *7^(5"  u cn  uj\  \S>  c? 

ohao  shu  pa  - t pha  pi  - n 

^ Q KJ  n cf  ^ ^ 

khu  - n la  - k - ni  rai  sha  - n 

"King  Shupatpha  became  ruler  in  the  year  thirty-three  (=  l68l  A.D.)." 


5.  Shunengpha.  Literally,  Beautiful  Tiger  of 

Heaven.  A1  ias  : ^Pramatta  Simha.  17^-1751  A.D. 

AR  Rupee.  No. 3 rev.  Obverse  legend  in  four  lines: 

wo  v^o  >5  'ifil  u>  tC 

ohao  shu  ne  - ng  pha  pi  - n 

< x n ^ tn  hT 

khu  - n la  - k - ni  ka  - t keo 


"King  Shunengpha  became  ruler  in  the  year  thirty-six  (=  17^*  A.D.)." 


mSm 

wwwqi 

Jitzg 


6.  Shurempha.  Literally,  Enclosing  Tiger  of 

Heaven.  Alias:  Rajesvara  Simha.  1751  - 1759- 

AV  Mohur.  No. 3 rev.  Obverse  legend  in  four  lines: 

WO  hf(p  £ t)  t(5^  IP  C 

ohao  shu  re  - m pha  pi  - n 

ra-  K u " £ 2 >?  p 

khu  - n la  - k - ni  rai  shi  - nga 


"King  Shurempha  became  ruler  in  the  year  forty-three  (=  1751  A.D.)." 


7.  Shuhitpengpha.  Literally,  Trampling  Tiger 
of  Heaven.  Alias:  Gaurinatha  Simha.  1781 
- 1794  A.D. 

AV  Mohur.  No. 3 rev.  Obverse  legend  in  four  lines: 

-00  >tRo  4 ^ c WJ\_ 

ohao  shu  hit  pe  - ng  pha 

^ c *£  k £ <£  x*T 

khu  - n nyeu  la  - k - ni  rai  cheu 

"King  Shuhitpengpha  the  great  ruler,  in  the  year  thirteen  (=  1781  A.D.)." 


There  is  no  reason  to  assume  that  the  above  are  the  sole  Ahom  lan- 
guage coins  in  existence.  It  seems  reasonable  to  expect  that  given 
normal  conditions,  many  more  of  the  Assamese  kings  had  caused 
accessional  issues  to  be  struck.  Indeed,  we  know  of  the  coins  of 
Jayadhvaj  Simha  (1570  Saka,  1648  A.D. ) and  Chakradhvaj  Simha  (1585 
Saka,  1663  A.D.),  expressed  in  Sanskrit  in  the  Bengali/Assamese 
script.  The  discovery  of  hitherto  unknown  Ahom  coins  depends  on 
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a combination  of  serendipity  and  ability  to  classify  the  coins. 

While  the  former  is  beyond  our  control,  it  is  possible  to  assist 
the  latter  by  predicting  the  legends  of  potential  accessional  issues 
of  the  remaining  Ahom  kings.  With  the  help  of  the  Ahom  Burangis 
or  chronicles,  I have  compiled  a list  of  Ahom  regnal  names  and 
accessional  year  names  for  the  kings  after  Shuklengmung  who  are  not 
included  above. 


Ahom  Name  of  King 

Ahom  Year  of  Accession 

Shukhampha  6 l_/^  ° 

mung  keu 

be  *-T 

shu  kham  pha 

mu  - ng  keu 

Alias:  Khora  Raja. 

(Saka  = 

1474,  A.D.  = 1552) 

Shushengpha  b 

mung  plao 

b e lT 

shu  she  - ng  pha 

mu  - ng  plao 

Alias:  Pratap  Simha. 

(Saka  = 

1524,  A.D.  = 1602) 

Shurampha 

dap  mao 

*5  u tfT 

shu  ram  pha 

da  - p mao 

Alias:  Bhaga  Raja. 

(Saka  - 

1562,  A.D.  = l64o) 

Shuchingpha  fc 

plek  shinga  L^l  H ^ 

shu  chi  - ng  pha 

pie  - k shi  - nga 

Alias:  Nariya  Raja. 

(Saka  = 

1565,  A.D.  = 1643) 

Shutamla  ^^,0  O » 

ka  keu 

h; 

shu  tarn  la 

ka  keu 

Alias:  Jayadhvaj  Simha. 

( Saka  = 

1570,  A.D.  = 1648) 

Shupungmung  ^ ^ ^ 

plek  ngi 

1$.  A <? 

shu  pu  - ng  mu  - ng 

pie  - k ngi 

Alias:  Chakradhvaj  Simha. 

(Saka  = 

1585,  A.D.  = 1663) 

Shuklanpha  *9^®  ^ ^ ^1. 

mung  keu 

be  ^ 

shu  kla  - n pha 

mu  - ng  keu 

Alias:  Ramadhvaj 

(Saka  = 

1594,  A.D.  = 1672) 

Shujinpha  ^ ^"L 

kat  plao 

*-1  on  vJ'"'* 

shu  ji  - n pha 

ka  - t plao 

No  Sanskrit  name. 

(Saka  = 

1596,  A.D.  = 1674) 

Shudaipha  ^ 

tao  chi 

\-Q 

shu  dai  pha 

tao  chi 

Alias:  Parvatia  Simha. 

(Saka  = 

1599,  A.D.  = 1677) 

Shulikpha  Hi>  H 

kap  shinga 

Hu  CC 

shu  li  - k pha 

ka  - p shi  - nga 

Alias:  Lara  Raja. 

(Saka  = 

1601,  A.D.  = 1679) 

Shukhrungpha  ^ 'X&l  khut  mit  tn  On 

shu  khru  - ng  pha  khu  - t mi  - t 

Alias:  Rudra  Simha.  (Saka  = l6lT , A.D.  = 1695) 


Shutanpha  b£o  o-b  UTL 

shu  ta  - n pha 
Alias:  Siva  Simha. 


The  cyclic  year  given  in  the 
chronicles  for  this  king  is  badly 
out  of  phase  with  the  known  date. 
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Shunyeupha 


ka  keu 


shu  nyeu  pha 
Alias:  Lakshmi  Simha. 


v 'i  hT 

ka  keu 
(Saka  = 1690,  A.D.  = 1768) 


Shuklingpha  t '-CT\  kat  plao 

shu  *kli  - ng  pha 

Alias:  Kamalesvara  Simha.  (Saka  = 

*n. b.  The  second  syllable  of  this  king's 
read  as  heng,  which  would  make  the 

Shudenpha  >^o 

dap  cheu 

shu  de  - n pha 

Alias:  Chandra  Kanta  Simha.  (Saka  = 


►"»  On  S' 

ka  - t plao 

1716,  A.D.  = 179*0 
name  has  also  been 
name  Shuhengpha. 

*£  u 

da  - p cheu 
1732,  A.D.  = 1810) 


The  Ahom  dates  given  above  are  taken  verbatim  from  the  chronicles; 
the  Christian  dates  are  calculated  from  the  cyclic  system  using  the 
"year  elapsed"  method.  The  Saka  samvat  dates  are  simple  conversions 
from  the  Christian  dates  and  do  not  represent  the  earliest  known 
dates  of  the  Sanskrit-legend  coin  series  of  each  ruler  (the  Saka 
and  Christian  dates  are  included  for  convenience  only  and  are  sub- 
ject to  error  due  to  the  non-congruence  of  their  respective  new 
years ) . 
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German  - Austro-Hungarian 
Prisoner-of-war  Notgeld 

by  W.  A.  Haskell,  Modautal,  Klein  Biberau,  Germany,  NI  tf-LMl 5 


Prisoner-of-war  notes  are  not  always  considered  notgeld.  However, 
they  usually  meet  all  the  standards  of  the  definition  of  "emergency" 
money,  especially  those  from  World  War  I.  Due  to  the  shortage  of 
metals  and  the  hoarding  of  coinage  during  World  War  I,  "notgeld",  or 
emergency  paper  money  and  coins  appeared  in  several  countries,  in 
Germany  as  early  as  1914.  Then  because  of  the  enormous  numbers  of 
Allied  prisoners  captured,  especially  in  the  early  days  of  the  war, 
large  amounts  of  prisoner-of-war  notes  were  issues,  most  camps  hav- 
ing their  own  system  thus  contributing  to  an  almost  endless  list  of 
varieties.  However,  great  as  the  need  was  for  emergency  issues,  by 
1917  these  issues  had  become  a flood  due  to  collector  demand.  Today 
it  is  virtually  impossible  to  determine  which  notes  were  actually 
used  in  the  prisoner-of-war  camps  and  which  were  issued  for  the  "ben- 
efit" of  collectors,  and  incidentally  the  Germany  treasury! 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  these  notes  were  officially  printed,  and  there 
were  hundreds  of  prisoner-or-war  camps  located  throughout  Germany 
and  Austria-Hungary,  creating  a real  collector  challenge. 

However,  for  those  interested  in  authentically  utilized  notes  a few 
rather  significant  points  help  identify  those  actually  used  in  the 
camps.  When  purchasing  notes,  it  is  well  to  know  your  dealer.  For 
those  ignorant  or  unscrupulous,  prisoner-of-war  notes  are  offered  for 
sale  at  a premium  price  without  qualifying  their  actually  being  used 
as  such,  instead  of  reprints. 


m 


10  Pfennig  Rumanen  Bataillon  (K-132)  showing  Imperial 
Prussian  stamp  on  both  sides. 
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Further,  any  note  in  a used  condition  is  likely  to  be  authentic  from 
the  camp  named  on  the  note.  Also,  a stamp  of  issuing  authority  such 
as  "Konigl.  Preussische  Kreigsgefangenenlager " (Kingdom  of  Prussia 
Prisoner  of  War  Camp)  or  a stamp  of  the  "Kommandant"  and  a series  or 
serial  number  helps  establish  notes  actually  used.  However,  uncir- 


2 Mark  Graudenz , West  Prussia  (K-58)  showing 
Prussian  stamp  and  handwritten  number. 


10  Pfennig,  Chemnitz,  Saxony  (K-29)  showing  royal 
coat  of  Saxony  stamp  on  lower  right. 


culated  notes  are  sometimes  encountered  that  are  also  stamped  (a  rub- 
ber stamp  is  easy  to  duplicate) . Watermarks  should  correspond  to  the 
list  of  known  German  watermarks  in  use  at  that  time.  Certainly  if 
authentic  circulated  notes  are  sought,  then  used  versus  the  uncircul- 
ated is  certainly  the  choice. 

Many  camps  were  established  in  Austria-Hungary  to  accomodate  the  huge 
number  of  Russian  prisoners  and  some  of  these  camps  were  in  what  is 
now  Czechoslovakia,  then  a part  of  the  dual-monarchy.  These  notes 
were  printed  in  Budapest  by  the  firm  Globus.  They,  and  some  printers 
in  Austria  such  as  Haas  in  Steyr,  reprinted  bales  of  these  POW  notes 
after  the  war  using  the  same  plates.  However,  the  latter  notes  are 
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normally  fresh  and  uncirculated  (I  am  always  suspicious  of  all  un- 
circulated notgef  d)  and  are  marked  with  an  "S"  which  stands  for 
Sammlerausgabe  , or  collectors  issue.  Illustrated  is  one  authentic 
note  from  Aschach  on  the  Danube  camp,  and  two  different  types  of 


10  Heller 3 Aschach  a Donau 3 Upper  Austria ; authentic 
note  without  "S"  for  "collector  issue"  (S  = Sammler- 
ausgabe) (K-588) 


10  Heller  as  above  with  one  form  of  "S"  for  collect- 
ors issue 
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K n ft  Hrif(i*flcf«nflfnenlnflrr  in  prdjflifl  n « 


- «“0*r0*l>  /fauttA, 


2 Heller  as  above  with  another  form  of  "S" 


collectors  issues.  Note  the  two  different  types  of  "S".  Also 
illustrated  is  a one  Krone  note  from  Camp  Freistadt  in  upper  Austria. 


ttMMfe-  18  K-  u-  k-  Kri«g*g«far>g«n«nUig«r 
F raiatadt,  Obar-datarr. 


s 


1 Krone  Freistadt,  Upper  Austria  (K-594)  showing 
authentic  note  in  used  condition,  series  and  serial  number. 
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Note  the  authentic  circulating  note  not  only  shows  wear  from  handling 
it;  it  also  has  a series  number  and  a serial  number  which  the  others 
are  lacking. 


!(.  u.  k.  MfigftiBgwnmir 
4t.  Olwr«d«Mrr. 


1 Krone  same  as  above  but  reprint > uncirculated 
condition , lacking  series  and  series  numbers. 


Notes  issued  for  camps  in  Hungary  are  relatively  rare  in  used  con- 
dition. The  notes  reprinted  by  Globus  have  "MS"  which  means  "Museum 
Series"  and  are  found  on  most  notes  purporting  to  be  authentic. 

The  "MS"  marks  are  found  on  at  least  the  following  camp  notes: 


AUSTRIA:  Aschach  a Donau 

Mauthausen- 


Upper  Austria 
Upper  Austria 


HUNGARY:  Boldogasszony- 

Nezsider- 
Sopronnyek- 


Burgenland  (now  part  of  Austria) 
Burgenland  (now  part  of  Austria) 
Burgenland  (now  part  of  Austria) 
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HUNGARY:  Hajmasker  Hungary 

Ostf fyasszonyfa  Hungary 

Zalaegerszeg-Tabor  Hungary 


10  Kronen,  Boldogasszony  (new  Fraunkirchen  in  Aus- 
trian State  of  Burgenland  since  I9t9  (K-627), 
showing  "MS"  on  German  side  of  note.  (Reduced  size). 


mm 


C».MK 

HADIPOOOIY  TAUOU. 


PCNJT  CPfiMJANT  MIHt 

A HADIfOOlYOK  £3rr<Te«U 
aOLDOOASSZONY,  Mm.  W^OLLS  i 


Titi  iTrhrrr 


wn 


Reverse  of  above  note. 
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10  Kronen,  Os tffyasszonyfa,  Hungary  (K-634)  showing 
German  and  Hungarian  sides  with  "MS"  on  German  side 
upper  left.  (Slightly  reduced  in  size.) 


There  may  be  others!  Notes  issued  for  use  in  the  German  part  of 
Austria  are  usually  printed  in  German  on  both  sides,  while  those 
in  Hungary/Czechoslovakia  are  printed  in  Hungarian  on  one  side,  as 
were  the  regular  Austrian  banknotes  of  the  same  period.  Some  have 
the  value  in  Cyrillic  script  as  most  of  the  prisoners  were  captured 
Russians.  One  camp,  Eisenerz,  has  the  entire  reverse  printed  in 
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5 Kronen , Eisenerz  (Austrian  state  of  Steiermark) 
(K-607 ) ; authentic  note  showing  considerable  hand- 
ling; reverse  in  Cyrillic  lettering  for  Russian 
prisoners. 


Russian  as  does  Antalocz,  in  the  Carpathian  mountains,  while  the 
officers  camp  at  Aschach  has  an  Italian  text  for  Italian  prisoners. 

The  general  text,  with  minor  variations,  most  often  used  is:  "Im- 

perial and  Royal  War  Prison  Camp"  with  the  Austrian  eagle  centrally 
located;  "valid  only  in  war  prison  camp";  "this  amount  is  part  of 
prisoner  effects  deposited  at  camp  headquarters",  with  a date,  and 
usually  two  signatures.  Some  texts  are  more  simple,  and  sometimes 
there  is  a warning  at  the  bottom  of  the  note  against  imitation  which 
will  be  punished  by  court  martial. 

In  World  War  II,  Germany  used  a general  issue  for  all  prisoner-of-war 
camps  (Kriegsgefangenen  Lagergeld)  in  denominations  of  1,  10,  and  50 
Reichspf ennig,  1,  2,  5 and  10  Reichsmark.  A 20  Mark  is  said  to  have 
been  printed  but  never  issued.  These  notes  are  all  similar  in  design 
except  increasing  in  size  for  larger  denominations.  These  were  used 
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2 Reichsmark,  no  date,  reverse  blank ; general  issue 
utilized  in  German  POW  camps,  1939-1945. 


in  more  than  60  German  war  prison  camps,  and  as  far  as  is  known, 
none  were  printed  to  "benefit"  collectors.  A few,  very  rare  notes, 
have  been  stamped  by  the  camp  using  them. 

******************************************************************** 

COIN  NOTES  OF  TRAVELS  IN  ARABIAN  LANDS  DURING  1761-1767 

by  Jurgen  Mike  ska,  Friedriahsdorf,  West  Germany , NI  # 1113 

During  my  studies  of  old  books  on  travels  in  the  Arabian  area,  I found 
some  notes  concerning  coins  in  Carsten  Neibuhr's*  REISE  NACH  ARABIEN 
UND  ANDEREN  LANDERN  1761-1767,  (Reprint  Tubingen-Basel  1975).  The 
notes  found  should  be  of  interest  to  NI  members  collecting  the  coins 
of  this  area  of  the  world. 

Niebuhr  commented  that  when  he  was  visiting  Kahira  (now  Cairo)  on  his 
way  to  Yemen,  he  noted  that  there  was  a mint  in  the  palace  of  the 
Pascha.  The  mint  had  struck  gold  Sequins,  silver  Para  pieces  and  a 
small  copper  coin  called  BURBE.  The  denomination  of  the  last  coin  is 
very  important  as  W.  D.  Craig  in  his  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD  17 50-1850 
calls  them  ASPER. 

Also  of  interest  is  another  note  in  the  book.  When  Niebuhr  stayed  in 
Yemen,  he  received  a gift  from  the  Imam  of  Sana  Achmed  el  Mutawakkel 
of  ten  bags  each  filled  with  99  coins.  The  inhabitants  of  Yemen 
called  the  KOMASSI  and  I think  that  the  correct  denomination  of  the 
coin  listed  as  Craig  28  should  be  KOMASSI. 

Another  interesting  aspect  was  that  during  the  entire  journey  of 
Neibuhr  through  all  the  countries  he  visited,  he  could  pay  with  Danish 
Speciedaler,  which  shows  that  nearly  all  large  European  silver  coins 
were  known  in  these  countries.  He  also  stated  that  the  gold  Venecian 
Zecchinos  were  more  comnon  along  the  Arabian  coasts  as  the  Turkish 
gold  pieces.  This  illustrated  the  large  trading  power  of  Venice  at 
that  time  in  the  area. 


* Carsten  Niebuhr  was  a German  who  travelled  between  1761  and  1767 
through  Arabian  countries,  especially  of  the  Arabian  Peninsula,  by 
the  order  of  the  King  of  Denmark. 
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A LISTING  OF  THE  AVERAGE  EXCHANGE  RATES  FOR  BANKNOTES  OF  THE  WORLD, 
IN  TERMS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  DOLLAR 


by  Jerry  Remiok,  STE-FOY,  P.  Q. , Canada,  N1  ft 213 

A listing  of  the  average  bank  selling  rates,  or  market  rates,  for 
banknotes  of  all  countries  of  the  world  in  terms  of  the  United  States 
dollar  is  presented  below  in  Table  I.  Countries,  states,  protector- 
ates, dependencies,  shiekdoms,  etc.  using  banknotes  of  another  coun- 
try (having  none  of  their  own)  as  their  sole  legal  tender  are  listed 
in  Table  II.  A few  of  the  countries  listed  in  Table  I have  their 
own  coinage  but  use  the  banknotes  of  another  country  and  these  are 
identified  by  the  use  of  brackets  around  the  monetary  unit  column. 

The  valuation  quotation  shown  in  Table  I is  the  average  value  of 
banks  and  other  financial  institutions  on  January  9,  1978  for  the 
currency  of  a particular  country.  The  quotations,  except  those  in 
brackets,  are  from  a leaflet  dated  January  9,  1978  and  issued  by 
the  firm  of  Manfra,  Tordella  & Brookes  of  New  York.  The  valuations 
shown  in  brackets  are  from  other  sources,  some  are  late  1977  figures. 

The  value  one  receives  from  a bank  in  his  native  country  for  foreign 
banknotes  is  usually  less  than  the  official  selling  rate  listed  be- 
low and  depends  on  a number  of  factors  such  as  demand,  and  ease  of 
convertability . Some  currencies  can  be  purchased  very  cheaply  in 
their  country  of  issue  on  the  black  market. 

The  actual  values  quoted  in  Table  I will  change  and  many  have  already 
changed.  However,  in  most  cases  the  change  will  not  be  drastic  and 
in  general  the  relative  difference  in  the  valuation  of  the  currency 
of  each  country  will  be  maintained. 

A number  of  countries  listed  in  Table  I are  rarely  quoted  in  foreign 
exchange  lists  as  their  currency  is  not  in  demand  and  is  rarely  traded. 

TABLE  I: 


COUNTRY 

MONETARY  UNIT 

PER  U.S.  DOLLAR 

Afghanistan 

afghani 

$ .0226 

Albania 

lek 

(.2500) 

Algeria 

dinar 

.24 

Angola 

kwanza 

(.0245) 

Argentina 

new  peso 

.00165 

Australia 

dollar 

1.13 

Austria 

schilling 

.0647 

Bahama  Islands 

dollar 

1.00 

Bahrain 

dinar 

2.53 

Bangladesh 

taka 

(.0700) 

Barbados 

dollar 

.50 

Belgium 

franc 

.0300 

Belize 

dollar 

.50 

Benin  (Dahomey) 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Bermuda 

dollar 

1.00 

Bhutan 

ngultrum 

(.1150) 

Bolivia 

peso 

.0493 

Botswana 

pula 

1.24 

Brazil 

cruzero 

.0625 

British  Virgin  Islands 

(dollar) 

1.00 
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COUNTRY 


MONETARY  UNIT 


PER  U.S.  DOLLAR 


Brunei 

dollar 

.425 

Bulgaria 

lev 

1.08 

Burma 

kyat 

.1388 

Burundi 

franc 

.0113 

Cameroon 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Canada 

dollar 

.90 

Cape  Verde 

escudo 

(.0245) 

Cayman  Islands 

dollar 

1.20 

Central  African  Republic 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Chile 

new  peso 

.0357 

China 

yuan 

(about  .50) 

Columbia 

peso 

.0272 

Comores 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Congo 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Cook  Islands 

(dollar) 

1.016 

Costa  Rica 

colon 

.1180 

Cuba 

peso 

(1.30) 

Cyprus 

pound 

2.54 

Czechoslovakia 

koruna 

.1004 

Denmark 

krone 

.1701 

Dj ibouti 

franc 

.0059 

Dominican  Republic 
East  Caribbean  Currency 

peso 

1.00 

Authority 

dollar 

.3704 

Ecuador 

sucre 

.0408 

Egypt 

pound 

1.43 

El  Salvador 

colon 

.40 

England 

pound 

1.9175 

Equatorial  Guinea 

ekuele 

(about  .018) 

Ethiopia 

birr 

.4790 

Falkland  Islands 

pound 

1.9175 

Faroe  Islands 

krone 

.1701 

Fiji 

dollar 

1.15 

Finland 

markka 

.2472 

France 

franc 

.2111 

Gabon 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Gamb ia 

dalasi 

.46 

Germany  (East) 

ostmark 

.4444 

Germany  (West) 

mark 

.4650 

Ghana 

cedi 

.87 

Gibraltar 

pound 

1.9175 

Greece 

drachma 

.0273 

Guatemala 

quetzal 

1.00 

Guernsey 

pound 

1.9175 

Guinea,  Republic 

syli 

.0043 

Guinea-Bissau 

peso 

(0.0245) 

Guyana 

dollar 

.3925 

Haiti 

gourde 

.1990 

Honduras 

lempira 

.50 

Hong  Kong 

dollar 

.2157 

Hungary 

forint 

.0493 

Iceland 

krona 

.00473 

India 

rupee 

.1150 

Indonesia 

rupiah 

.00248 
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COUNTRY 


MONETARY  UNIT 


PER  U.  S.  DOLLAR 


Iran 

rial 

.0141 

Iraq 

dinar 

3.56 

Ireland,  Northern 

pound 

1.9175 

Ireland  (Republic) 

pound 

1.9175 

Isle  of  Man 

pound 

1.9175 

Israel 

pound 

.0656 

Italy 

lira 

.001142 

Ivory  Coast 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Jamaica 

dollar 

.78 

Japan 

yen 

.00414 

Jersey 

pound 

1.9175 

Jordan 

dinar 

3.18 

Kenya 

shilling 

.1210 

Khmer  Republic  (Cambodia) 

riel 

.0008 

Korea,  North 

won 

(1.13) 

Korea,  South 

won 

.00217 

Kuwait 

dinar 

3.52 

Laos 

kip 

(.028) 

Lebanon 

pound 

.3225 

Liberia 

(dollar) 

1.00 

Libya 

dinar 

3.38 

Luxembourg 

franc 

.0300 

Macau 

pataca 

.20 

Malagasy 

franc 

.00418 

Malawi 

kwacha 

1.11 

Malaysia 

dollar 

.4213 

Maidive  Islands 

rupee 

(.24) 

Mali 

franc 

.00211 

Malta 

pound 

2.38 

Mauritania 

ouguiya 

.0237 

Mauritius 

rupee 

.1513 

Mexico 

peso 

.0441 

Mongolia 

tugrik 

(.3000) 

Monaco 

(franc) 

.2111 

Morocco 

dirham 

.2240 

Mozambique 

metca 

(.0299) 

Nepal 

rupee 

.0800 

Netherlands 

gulden 

.4346 

Netherlands  Antilles 

gulden 

.5525 

New  Caledonia 

CFP  franc 

.0013 

New  Hebrides 

CFP  franc 

(.0113) 

New  Zealand 

dollar 

1.0160 

Nicaragua 

cordoba 

.1430 

Niger 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Nigeria 

naira 

1.53 

Norway 

krone 

.1917 

Oman 

rial 

2.90 

Pakistan 

rupee 

.1017 

Panama 

(balboa) 

1.00 

Papetee  (Tahaiti) 

CFP  franc 

.0014 

Papau  New  Guinea 

kina 

1.32 

Paraguay 

guarani 

.0079 

Peru 

sol 

.0077 

Philippines 

piso 

.1356 
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COUNTRY 


MONETARY  UNIT 


PER  U.S.  DOLLAR 


Poland 

zloty 

.0301 

Portugal 

escudo 

.0246 

Qatar 

riyal 

.2565 

Rhodesia 

dollar 

1.51 

Romania 

lei 

.0833 

Rwanda 

franc 

.0107 

St.  Helena 

pound 

1.9175 

Sao  Tome  e Principe 

dobra 

( .0245) 

San  Marino 

(lire) 

.001142 

Saudi  Arabia 

riyal 

.2840 

Scotland 

pound 

1.9175 

Senegal 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Seychelles 

rupee 

.1318 

Sierra  Leone 

leone 

.88 

Singapore 

dollar 

.4258 

Solomon  Islands 

dollar 

1.13 

Somalia 

shilling 

.1590 

South  Africa,  Republic  of 

rand 

1.15 

Spain 

peseta 

.0123 

Sri  Lanka  (Ceylon) 

rupee 

(.0646) 

Sudan 

pound 

2.87 

Surinam 

gulden 

(.5690) 

Swaziland 

lilangeni 

1.15 

Sweden 

drona 

.2118 

Switzerland 

franc 

.4937 

Syria 

pound 

.2540 

Taiwan  (Nationalist  China) 

yuan 

.0263 

Tanzania 

shilling 

.1210 

Tchad 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Thailand 

baht 

.0490 

Togo 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Tonga 

pa'anga 

1.27 

Trinidad  & Tobago 

dollar 

.42 

Tunisia 

dinar 

2.36 

Turkey 

lira 

.0519 

Turks  and  Caicos 

(crown) 

1.00 

Tuvalu 

(dollar) 

1.13 

Uganda 

shilling 

.1210 

U.S.S.R. 

rouble 

1.42 

United  Arab  Emirates 

durham 

.2564 

United  States  of  America 

dollar 

1.00 

Upper  Volta 

CFA  franc 

.00418 

Uruguay 

new  peso 

. 1845 

Vatican  City 

(lire) 

.0011 

Venezuela 

bolivar 

.2335 

Vietnam 

dong 

Western  Samoa 

tala 

1.38 

Yemen  Arab  Republic 

rial 

.23 

Yeman  (South  Arabia) 

dinar 

2.90 

Yugoslavia 

new  dinar 

.0546 

Zaire 

zaire 

1.20 

Zambia 

kwacha 

1.30 
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TABLE  II: 

PLACES  USING  BANKNOTES  OF  OTHER  COUNTRIES  AS  THEIR  SOLE  LEGAL  TENDER 


COUNTRY  OR  PLACE 

Abu  Dhabi 

American  Samoa 

Andorra 

Ajman 

Anguilla 

Antigua 

Azores  Islands 
Balearic  Islands 
British  Virgin  Islands 
Canary  Islands 
Caroline  Islands 
Christmas  Island 
Cocos  Keeling  Islands 
Cook  Islands 
Dominica 
Dubai 

French  Guiana 

Fujairah 

Gilbert  Islands 

Greenland 

Grenada 

Guadeloupe 

Guam 

Lesotho 

Liberia 

Liechtenstein 

Maderia  Islands 

Mariana  Islands 

Marshall  Islands 

Martinique 

Montserrat 

Nauru 

Niue 

Norfolk  Island 
Panama 

Pitcairin  Islands 
Puerto  Rico 
Reunion  Island 
Ra s - a 1 -Kha ima 
St.  Kitts  & Nevis 
St.  Lucia 

St.  Maarten  (French) 

St.  Pierre  & Miquelon 
St.  Vincent 
San  Marino 
Sharjah 

South  West  Africa 
Tokelau  Islands 
Turks  and  Caicos  Islands 
Tuvalu 

Um-al-Qaiwain 
U.S.  Virgin  Islands 
Vatican  City 


LEGAL  TENDER  BANKNOTES 

U.A.R.  durham 
U.S.  dollar 
Spanish  peseta 
U.A.R.  durham 
E.C.C.A.  dollar 
E.C.C.A.  dollar 
Portuguese  escudo 
Spanish  peseta 
U.S.  dollar 
Spanish  peseta 
U.S.  dollar 
Australian  dollar 
Australian  dollar 
New  Zealand  dollar 
E.C.C.A.  dollar 
U.A.R.  durham 
French  franc 
U.A.R.  durham 
Australian  dollar 
Danish  krone 
E.C.C.A.  dollar 
French  franc 
U.S.  dollar 
South  African  rand 
U.S.  dollar 
Swiss  franc 
Portuguese  escudo 
U.S.  dollar 
U.S.  dollar 
French  franc 
E.C.C.A.  dollar 
Australian  dollar 
New  Zealand  dollar 
Australian  dollar 
U.S.  dollar 
New  Zealand  dollar 
U.S.  dollar 
French  franc 
U.A.R.  durham 
E.C.C.A.  dollar 
E.C.C.A.  dollar 
French  franc 
French  franc 
E.C.C.A  dollar 
Italian  lira 
U.A.R.  durham 
South  African  rand 
New  Zealand  dollar 
U.S.  dollar 
Australian  dollar 
U.A.R.  durham 
U.S.  dollar 
Italian  lira 
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COIN  QUIZ 


Want  a novel  coin  quiz  for  the  making  of  an  interesting  meeting  of 
your  local  coin  group?  The  quiz  below  was  created  by  dealer  member 
Wm.  E.  Wright  for  a meeting  of  the  Denver  Area  World  Numismatists 
(DAWN).  All  answers  can  be  found  in  the  rear  of  Krause/Mishler 1 s 

STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS. 

1.  IDENTIFY  THE  COUNTRIES  THAT  ISSUED  THE  COINS  LISTED  BELOW  IN 
CAPITAL  LETTERS: 

We  could  have  a lot  of  FUN  in  the  FEN  or  in  the  POND  with  a RUB-ber 
DUCAT.  Some  might  think  that  is  a SEN,  though.  You  could  take 
off  your  SHU  and  catch  some  REIS  from  ol ' SOL.  I should  WARN  you 
that  a CONDOR  might  CROWN  you  if  you  don't  have  the  CENTS  to  KIP 
out  of  it's  way.  To  be  FRANC,  I have  a YEN  for  a piece  of  PIE. 
Unfortunately,  it  will  give  me  a bad  case  of  ACKEY  and  after  it 
TICALS  my  innards,  I will  lose  it  through  my  COLON.  REAL-ly  I 
should  drink  a QUART  of  GIN  with  it  but  I don't  have  the  CASH  or 
I would  have  already  BAHT  it.  BU  hoo!!! 

(Sorry  about  the  poor  use  of  the  language  and  the  lack  of  a good 
story  line.) 

2.  IDENTIFY  THE  COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN  OF  THESE  CROWN-SIZE  COINS: 


a. 

BALBOA 

f . 

KWACHA 

b. 

BIR 

g- 

PA'ANGA 

c . 

BOLIVAR 

h. 

POND 

d. 

CRUZADO 

i. 

TUKHRIK 

e. 

GOURDE 

j • 

WHAN 

3.  HOW  MANY  COUNTRIES  CAN  YOU  NAME  THAT  USE  OR  HAVE  USED  THE 
"DOLLAR”  AS  A DENOMINATION? 

4.  HOW  MANY  CAN  YOU  NAME  THAT  USE  THE  WORD  "CENT"  AS  A DENOMINATION  - 
WITHOUT  DUPLICATING  ANY  OF  THE  ANSWERS  YOU  GAVE  TO  THE  PRECEDING 
QUESTION? 


******************************************************************** 
NEW  BRITISH  ARMED  FORCES  SPECIAL  VOUCHER  (BAFSV)  REPORTED 

Submitted  by  W.  A.  Haskell 

Mr.  George  Azuma  of  Munich,  Germany  reports  the  discovery  of  a 
British  Armed  Forces  Special  Voucher  (BAFSV)  1 Pound  note  in  the 
Third  Series.  This  should  be  of s pecial  interest  to  collectors  of 
military  issues  as  only  the  6 Pence  of  this  issue  is  generally  known. 
Pick  reports  the  1 Shilling  PM-25  and  5 Shilling  PM-26  of  this  series 
but  with  no  value  given;  and  reports  the  3 Pence  and  1 Pound  notes 
were  not  issued.  Therefore,  presumably  they  were  destroyed.  The 
newly  reported  note  was  located  in  Cairo,  Egypt  which  makes  it  esp- 
ecially interesting.  If  it  was  never  issued,  how  did  this  one  reach 
Cairo? 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

1978  CATALOGUE  OF  ICELANDIC  COINS , TOKENS  AND  BANKNOTES.  Finnur  Kol- 
beiasson.  52pp,  illus.  5"  x 8",  stiff  paper  cover.  Available  from: 
Stamp  Center,  Box  78,  Reykjavik,  Iceland.  $5.00  US  airmail  postpaid. 

The  new  edition,  written  entirely  in  the  Icelandic  language,  of  this 
recognized  standard  reference  contains  valuations  in  4 conditions  for 
the  coins,  tokens  and  banknotes  of  Iceland.  This  reference  has  been 
issued  yearly  since  1969. 

The  coinage,  first  issued  in  1922,  is  catalogued  by  date  and  mintmark 
from  Fine  to  UNC.  A good  photograph  of  both  sides  of  each  type  coins 
is  shown  as  well  as  the  metal,  weight,  size  in  mm  and  the  mint  that 
struck  the  coin.  Die  varieties  are  listed  and  well  shown  by  sketches 
or  enlarged  photos.  A number  of  coins  issued  between  1922  and  1940 
are  virtually  unknown  in  UNC.  Valuations  for  some  of  them  have  been 
increased  in  this  new  edition. 

Six  pages  are  devoted  to  tokens,  the  first  of  which  were  issued  in 
1846.  The  size  in  mm,  metal,  and  a photo  of  both  sides  of  the  token 
is  given  as  well  as  a single  valuation. 

The  last  half  of  the  catalog  is  devoted  to  banknotes,  starting  with 
the  first  issue  of  1777.  A photo  of  the  obverse  of  each  type  note 
is  given,  as  well  as  the  size  in  cm,  the  color  and  a single  valuation. 

Two  pages  are  devoted  to  medals.  The  author  classifies  the  1930 
issues  as  medals  rather  than  coins. 

Recent  sets  of  coins  are  available  in  UNC  from  The  Stamp  Center,  as 
well  as  circulated  specimens  of  older  issues. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

******************************************************************** 
NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued  from  page  181) 

PAPUA  NEW  GUINEA 

*Y13  100  Kina  1978,  .900  Gold  (27mm) 

SOUTH  KOREA 

*Y9  500  Won  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (32mm) 

*Y10  5,000  Won  1978,  Silver  (32mm) 

(Y9-10:  42nd  World  Shooting  Championships) 

TURKEY 

Y130  2-1/2  Lira  1977,  Steel  (30mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y131  5 Lira  1977,  Steel  (32.6mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y132  50  Lira  1977,  Silver  (29.9mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

VATICAN  CITY 

*Y132  500  Lire,  1978,  .835  Silver  (29.3mm) 

VENEZUELA 

Y53  5 Bolivares  1977,  Nickel  (31ram) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

(Ed:  This  page  is  FREE  to  all  NI  members  for  notices  not  pertaining 

to  items  FOR  SALE.  When  the  page  should  be  oversubscribed  in  a single 
month,  research  type  notices  will  be  given  priority.  Members  using 
the  page  should  always  make  a reply  to  any  party  who  submits  infor- 
mation on  your  notice  or  request.) 

James  Lorah,  P.  0.  Box  24483,  Oakland  Park,  Fla.  33307:  For  research 

into  the  coinage  of  French  Indo-China  I would  very  much  appreciate 
knowing  the  grades  and  dates  of  any  of  the  following  types  in  members ' 
collections:  Yl,  YV31,  Y20a,  Y6,  Y10,  Y14,  Y7,  Yll,  Y15,  Y17  (1928A 

& 1929A  only),  Y8,  Y12  (1896A  only),  Y9  (1885A  & 1890A  only),  Y24. 

I am  also  interested  in  purchasing  many  of  the  above  and  if  you  have 
some  for  sale,  please  advise  date,  grade  and  price  wanted. 

John  Davenport,  838  Johnston,  Galesburg,  111.  61401:  A new  edition 

of  GERMAN  TALERS  1700-1800  is  in  preparation.  Will  anyone  with  coins 
or  pictures  of  illustrations  missing  in  the  Spink  edition  of  1965 
please  contact  me.  I have  illustrations  of  1927,  2378,  2707  and 
2746. 

Julius  A.  Lashley  Vallet,  Postbox  1045,  1007  Copenhagen  K,  Denmark: 
WANTED:  Numismatic  Bibliographies  of  (or  by)  Jack  Burns,  Cornelius 

Vermeule,  Howard  Bowker,  Arthur  Coole,  Max  Bernhart,  Ethem  Halil, 

Leo  Mayer,  John  Robinson,  Engel  & Serrure,  Justice  & Fayen,  Jose 
T.  Medina  and  any  other  important  works.  KIENAST:  THE  MEDALS  OF 

KARL  GOETZ;  also  the  Medals  of  the  same  (i.e.  Goetz). 

J.  J.  Mayer,  Box  136,  Sharon,  Mass.  02067:  WANTED  - Coins  of  Mont- 

fort,  Craig  #40  thru  56,  or  earlier  than  1628.  Will  buy  or  trade. 

Also,  Coins  of  Revolutionary  or  Provisions  Governments  dated  1848. 
Medals,  paper  or  tokens  on  same  subject  are  also  desired. 

William  Kline,  P.  0.  Box  40895,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  33743:  Inviting 

all  correspondence  for  research  purposes  on  Tripoli,  OEA,  Barce, 
Cyrenaica,  French  occupation  of  the  Fezzan,  and  other  aspects  of 
numismatic  interest  on  Libya  including  Berber  and  Tuareg  banking 
practices.  Photographs  of  pieces  are  especially  welcome.  Will  also 
buy  for  my  own  collection. 

JUNE  NI  EDUCATIONAL  FORUM:  Instead  of  a speaker  at  the  June  NI 

Educational  Forum,  there  will  be  a local  auction  and  Trade  Night. 

The  meeting  will  be  at  7:30  P.M.,  Wednesday,  June  21st  in  the  Com- 
munity Room  on  the  east  side  of  the  Republic  Savings  Building  at 
6300  E.  Mockingbird  Lane  (just  west  of  Abrams  Road),  Dallas,  Texas. 
This  type  of  program  was  used  earlier  this  year  and  was  a huge 
success.  Everyone  is  urged  to  attend  and  bring  some  items  for  the 
Trade  Session  to  follow  the  auction.  Also  bring  some  items  to  be 
sold  in  the  auction. 

ANA  Convention,  Houston:  Make  plans  now  to  attend  the  ANA  Convention 

in  Houston  on  August  21-26th.  NI  will  have  an  Educational  Forum  on 
Friday,  August  25th  from  10:00  AM  to  Noon  and  will  have  a general 
membership  meeting  at  11:00  AM  on  Saturday,  August  26th. 
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